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After a week of mostly ceremonial activities and a week off for joint House/Senate budget hearings, the Georgia General Assembly returns to work this week by beginning to pass the first set of bills for the 2010 session.

Last week’s budget hearings focused on the $1.9 billion drop in state revenues over the past year, with particular attention to the almost $600 million state fund shortfall in Medicaid funds.

The governor’s budget does outline the state’s bond-financed construction spending plans for FY 2011, which begins July 1, 2010, including $168 million for school construction, $121 million for university system construction, $44 million for technical college construction and the state’s purchase of the Kia training facility, $68 million to deepen Savannah harbor to accommodate the larger ships coming through the reconstructed Panama Canal, $300 million transportation and $10 million to build Atlanta’s new College Football Hall of Fame.

The General Assembly returns this week and begins enacting the first bills of the new session.  The pace of legislation is expected to remain slow until the FY 2010 budget is enacted, probably sometime in late February.
New bills introduced last week with construction industry implications included SB 311 by Sen. David Shafer (R-Gwinnett/Fulton) which requires the Department of Natural Resources to develop a list of local communities whose surface and storm water infrastructures are leaking significant amounts of water.  Local governments making that list must develop and submit a plan to the Georgia Department of Natural Resources on how it plans to repair those systems.  Communities failing to file the plan and begin repairing their facilities face the loss of water withdrawal rights equal to what the state determines their system is losing through faulty systems.   The goal of the legislation is to stimulate local governments to start repairing leaking storm water systems.
