Legislative Report – February 6, 2009

The House and Senate have agreed to an unusual calendar for the rest of this year’s legislative session.   Friday was the 15th legislative day of a maximum 40-day session.   Starting next week, the legislature will meet Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday through March 25 – which will be the 35th legislative day.   The General Assembly will then recess until June 22 – one week before the new fiscal year starts – and complete the final five legislative days at that time.   

Ostensibly, the federal stimulus package will be complete by late June and the state will know what revenues to expect from the federal government that can be used to help the state close what is rapidly becoming a $3 billion revenue deficit in this fiscal year.   

The January revenue numbers were off $266 million  - down from January 2008 which was already lower than the previous January.   Without the anticipated federal funds, the state will have to trim $3 billion from this year’s budget and probably as much from the fiscal year that starts July 1, 2009.  By waiting until June, the legislature will also have a more accurate reading of the state’s revenues leading into the fiscal year. 
The legislature is expected to pass an interim budget before they recess in March that will reduce spending and then adjust that budget upon in June to accommodate both any federal revenues that may be coming and any further revenue loses that may accrue in the first calendar quarter of 2008.  The state’s financial situation is unprecedented in modern times and additional large-scale budget cuts are almost certain.   However, the state’s $1.2 billion capital construction “Georgia Stimulus” program for schools, hospitals, universities and infrastructure remains in tact ensuring a level of state construction spending approximately double normal years. 

Technical Training -   ABC met with State Rep. Fran Millar (R-Dunwoody) about his proposed technical training bill, which will be introduced this week.   The bill requires schools to create a technical education curriculum for students who elect a non-college prep study course in high school.   We discussed how to engage more students in construction careers through this program.  He is excited to work with ABC and asked for our input on how the bill can be improved after it is introduced.   We will circulate the language when it is introduced and get member feedback, which we will then provide Rep. Millar.   ABC’s legislative committee has made working with the State of Georgia to increase the number of students choosing construction careers as a top priority this session.  Speaker Richardson has asked Rep. Millar to carry this legislation with an eye toward not only giving Georgia’s non-college bound high school students better career training options, but in reducing the state’s high dropout rate through educational and career training alternatives.
PLAs/Secret Ballot Legislation – While President Obama was rescinding President Bush’s executive order banning PLAs from federal projects, the Georgia General Assembly restated its opposition to these union-oriented labor agreements.  ABC worked with State Sen. Eric Johnson to draft an anti-PLA resolution that will be introduced in the Georgia Senate this week.   This is Sen. Johnson’s latest resolution on behalf of ABC and comes on the heels of SR 108, a state constitutional amendment requiring employee representation elections to be conducted by secret ballot.   The PLA language is being refined after input by ABC and Sen. Johnson expects to introduce it on our behalf this week.   This constitutional amendment already has 30 sponsors, with only 36 Senate votes needed to put it on the 2010 ballot.   Once passed by the Senate, it goes to the State House for approval as well.   Currently, there are four different House and Senate resolutions opposing the Employee Free Choice Act and this week the Georgia Chamber of Commerce endorsed ABC’s legislation opposing this pro-union bill. 
Metals Theft – ABC has signed on to legislation designed to curb metal theft from construction sites and other locations.  SB 82 by Sen. Renee Unterman (R-Gwinnett) requires metals recyclers to maintain a record of all purchase transactions including:  1) the name and address of the secondary metals recycler; 2) the date of the transaction; and 3) the weight, quantity, or volume and a detailed description of the type metal purchased together with a dated, time-stamped photograph of the purchased metal and the name of the photographer. The bill defines the metal transactions to be recorded as wire, tubing, extrusions, castings, automotive parts, construction/farm equipment or similar transactions.   The bill is intended to help law enforcement track stolen metals and apprehend those who sell stolen it to scrap dealers. 
