ABC legislation has successful day at Capitol
Legislation initiated by ABC of Georgia cleared major hurdles Tuesday when four pieces of legislation introduced at the association’s request all passed House and Senate committees.   HR 22 – a constitutional amendment protecting employee secret ballots – was overwhelmingly approved by the House Industrial Relations committee on a 9-5 party line vote, while HR 23, a resolution urging Georgia Congressional members to vote against the Employee Free Choice Act had an 8-8 vote.  All Republican committee members voted in favor, while all Democrats opposed it.   The tie vote means it goes to the House floor for a vote.

In the Senate Insurance & Labor Committee, SR 108 – the same constitutional amendment – passed 9-2 with Democrats casting the only votes against it.   SR 273, a resolution against PLAs, passed 4-2, again on a party line vote.   The constitutional amendments require a 2/3s vote in both Houses.   The Georgia Democrat Party sent messages to its members prior to the vote urging them to oppose it.   Mike Glavine, ABC National, our lobbying team and members of the ABC of Georgia Legislative Committee participated in the hearings.  Before the vote, Lt. Gov. Cagle appeared a Capitol press conference with legislation sponsors Sen. Eric Johnson and Rep. John Lunceford supporting the legislation.  Mike Glavine was interviewed by the Atlanta Constitution and Georgia Public TV at the press conference after the elected officials had wrapped up their comments. 
