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Weekly Legislative Report

By Rusty Paul

The following bills were introduced last week with significant implications for the state’s construction industry:

Construction:
HB 1076/HR 1293 – Rep. Dodson:  This bill repeals the state’s general contractor licensing law and the companion resolution creates a study committee to investigate the benefits of regulation/deregulation of residential and commercial general contractors. 

SB 363 – Sen. Dan Weber:   This bill changes state lien law and declares a subcontractor or supplier “deemed to have been paid” unless the subcontractor or supplier files an affidavit of non-payment within 60 days.

SB 370/HB1094 – Sen. Ross Tolleson/Rep. Lynn Smith:  This is the Governor’s water conservation legislation that requires water saving devices in all residential and commercial construction permitted after July 1, 2012. 

HB 1048 – Rep. Tom McCall:  Requires all deeds on a residential or commercial structure to include a certification by a person employed by a licensee under Chapter 45 of Title 43 that the structure has been inspected for termites and other wood-destroying organisms and stating the results of such inspection. This certification must be delivered to each purchaser prior to or at the time of the conveyance.

Status of other bills:
Trucking/Transportation:

HB 990 – Rep. Powell:  Bars motor freight carriers from operating in Georgia unless they certify they meet the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration’s minimum financial responsibility standards.  UNCHANGED
SB 323 – Sen. Pearson:  Sets aside 30 percent of any privately financed transportation project approved by the Georgia Department of Transportation for in-state contractor and small business participation. UNCHANGED
Utilities:

S 328 – Sen. Pearson:  Requires electric utilities to provide cable companies nondiscriminatory access to electrical facilities (i.e. poles) at a just, reasonable rate.  This is bill extends an on-going battle between the cable industry and the state’s electric membership corporations (EMCs) on the price cable companies should pay to attach their lines to a utility’s poles.  Years-long negotiations have failed to produce an agreed upon rate, so this bill is designed to supersede those negotiations in favor of the cable industry. WAS APPROVED BY THE SENATE REGULATED INDUSTRIES COMMITTEE AND IS NOW IN THE SENATE RULES COMMITTEE AWAITING FLOOR ACTION. 
