ABC Legislative Report – March 23, 2009

KEY BILLS:

HB 400 – The Senate Education & Youth Committee is expected to pass today (3/23) the ABC-endorsed BRIDGE Act of 2009.   This bill by Rep. Fran Millar requires school systems to create technical training courses for students who are not on a college prep track.   The bill is designed to lower Georgia’s high school drop out rate and direct more students into technical careers such as construction.   
SB 155 – No new movement on Sen. Chip Pearson’s effort to amend state law to allow contractors more flexibility in working within the 25-foot buffers along state streams and rivers by exempting what are basically wet weather springs or natural channels that primary move only rainwater from the definition of “state waters.”  The House Natural Resources Committee hearing for today (3/23) was canceled and no new date and time has been set. 
SB 82 – No new movement on Sen. Renee Unterman’s bill to deter construction site metals theft.  It was assigned by the House to the Judiciary Committee and is not on any hearing schedules currently posted by the Judiciary Committee or its subcommittees. To deter metals theft, the bill requires scrap metal buyers to record drivers licenses, vehicle license plates, vehicle descriptions and other information when buying scrap metal.   
SB 76 –The House unanimously approved Sen. Ralph Hudgens to eliminate the requirement for workers comp insurers to file an annual report of expenses and costs with the Department of Insurance.  These reports are costly to produce, provide no real benefit to the department and only drive up the cost of workers comp insurance in Georgia.  The bill now goes to Gov. Perdue for his signagure.
HB 330 – The Senate unanimously passed Rep. Mike Coan’s bill to waive employee confidentiality in certain situations to give employers more access to information regarding a worker’s job related injury or illness. Minor changes were made during the process and Rep. Coan must decide whether to accept those changes or go to a conference committee.  No significant differences exist and reconciling them should prove fairly easy to accomplish. 
HB 700- This legislation transfers responsibility for bond-financed college and university construction from the Board of Regents to the Georgia State Finance and Investment Commission (GSFIC).   Generally opposed by construction groups, the bill moved unusually quickly after introduction and passed the House 97-69 last week in a closer than expected vote. Primary sponsors are Rep. Bob Smith and Rep. Bill Hembree, though House Rules Committee Chair Earl Erhardt is perceived as the primary motivation behind the bill.  It is currently pending in the Senate Finance Committee. The Senate Finance Committee meets tomorrow (3/24) and has not yet published a list of bills it intends to take up.   The bill must pass the Senate Finance Committee by next Tuesday or, under Senate rules, it cannot be brought to the floor this session. Several Senators have expressed concern over the bill and our legislative team talked with Bart Gobeil, Lt. Gov. Cagle’s chief of staff, who said the bills are being “watched very carefully” by the Lt. Governor at this time. 

HR 23/SB 108 – These companion bills are state constitutional amendments to guarantee the right of secret ballots in employee union elections.  HR 23 failed by 18 votes to get the 2/3s vote needed to pass this session.  SB 108 remains alive, but cannot be voted on this session.   The bills would put the amendment on the 2010 general election ballot, so no time is lost by holding these bills.  The House version will be reintroduced next January when the General Assembly reconvenes. 
